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Upcoming Weekends
Men’s #49
October 10 - 13, 2013
Steve Simmons • Rector

Women’s #49
October 24 - 27, 2013
Cathy Chastain • Rector

Men’s #50
April 2014
Ben Wilds • Rector

Women’s #50
April 2014
Jo Arrington • Rector

To be grateful is 

to recognize the 

love of God in 

everything He has 

given us...and He 

has given us

everything.

A SPACE FOR GRACE
“Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break 
up your unplowed ground…” Hosea 10:12 (NIV)

Life is good. Life is hard. Life is full of amazing moments. Life is dotted with things that 
bump into my happy. Up and down and up and down… do you ever feel this way? I can 
wake up cheerful and determined to keep a good attitude today and then someone 
makes a hurtful comment. Someone makes a mess without bothering to stop and 
clean it up. An unexpected bill makes my pulse race. I get an ugly email that starts off, 
“Shame on you.” Lovely. These things crash down on me like a wave I didn’t see 
coming. I go under. My heart gets snagged. My emotions well up. My attitude heads 
south. I suspect you understand. Yesterday, after the “shame on you” email, I lifted up 
a little prayer to Jesus. It was honest. It was simple: “What is the deal Jesus? Why do I 
always seem to have little pieces of brokenness in my life every day? It’s so frustrating. I 
need your perspective on the brokenness or I need a break from it.” There was no answer. 
No instant verse. Nothing. Until this morning. With a tired heart I sat at my kitchen 
table and opened up my tattered and worn Bible. I read, “Sow for yourselves 
righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground; for 
it is time to seek the Lord…” Hosea 10:12 (NIV). Sow for yourselves righteousness… In 
other words, I must sow righteousness into my life - right choices that honor God. I 
have to remember I always have a choice in every situation. I can choose to honor 
Jesus in the midst of it all. Even when I am dishonored, I can choose to honor Him. 
Reap the fruit of unfailing love… There will be fruit in the midst of every choice that 
honors God. It will be the fruit of being able to remember God’s unfailing love. Romans 
chapter 8 teaches me nothing shall separate me from the love of God. Yet, that is 
Satan’s great tactic to get me entangled in little things, making me forget or doubt 
God’s unfailing love. I must resist the distracting entanglements by honoring God in 
this choice I am faced with right now. Break up your unplowed ground… The blessing 
in these broken circumstances can be found in the way it tills the ground of my heart. 

Breaking up the unplowed soil of my heart will make it ready for new life, new 
growth, new maturity. For it is time to seek the Lord… It’s time for me to seek 
God like never before. And part of seeking Him is allowing for grace space in 
my life. When the circumstances of life leak me dry, I can see this emptiness 
as an opportunity. Instead of reacting out of emptiness, I can choose to see 
that this emptiness is the perfect spot for grace to grow deeper and more 
widespread in my life. As I give grace to those who don’t deserve it, the 
mercy jars of heaven will lavish it back on me. And, oh how I desperately 
need a lavish dose of heaven’s grace. “… for it is time to seek the Lord, until 
he comes and showers righteousness on you,” Hosea 10:12. The 
showers… Then the growth 
comes. As I make right choices 
that honor Him, I start to look at 
life and people, and annoying 
circumstances differently. I 
change. I become more 
complete. I sense a new 
closeness with God. I don’t go 
under quite as easily when the 
waves of life rush at me and 
over me. And I even dare to 
whisper thank you when the 
need for grace spaces comes 
again and again.

Lysa TerKeurst

www.nftd.org

Check Out the New STUff!

Be sure to check back regularly.

We continually modify and

update the website with new

information and ways to

Keep you informed.  Now you can

fill out both candidate and

team applications online.
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO SERVE ON ONE
Of THE UPCOMING FALL WEEKENDs?

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATIONS TO
STEVE SIMMONS • MEn’s rector #49

sbsinc@embarqmail.com
CATHY CHASTAIN • Women’s rector #49

cc79@syrupcity.net

NEW INcoming

Secretariat 2014

Margie Brackin • Secretary

Carol Kelso • PO Coordinator

Janet Parramore

Women’s Leader

Terry & Rossie Tullis

PRE-Weekend Couple

Robert & Debbie Bass

Newsletter Couple

FUN! • GAMES! • SWIMMING! • FELLOWSHIP!

BRING YOUR TOWELS • CHAIRS & SUNSCREEN!


